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prolonged depended upon the fortunes of the Hapsburg
monarchy. In the opinion of Karl Marx the fate of
the German Revolution was decided in Vienna. In the
month of October the Emperor of Austria, using
Slavonic troops and backed by the Slavonic members
of the Diet, crushed the Revolution in his capital. The
famous band of students was broken, that body of
young Germans, four thousand strong, who for a few
months dictated a policy to an Empire. Vienna
was allowed to stand a siege and to fall unaided, as if
the cause of the Revolution from the Carpathians to
the Rhine wrere not involved in its defence. And so,
the reaction triumphing through Austria, Frederick
William IV. of Prussia recovered from his conces-
sions and timidity, and expelled his Prussian Parlia-
ment at the point of the bayonet. Autocracy, using
the brute forces of the Slavonic world, had blasted
the promise of Teutonic liberty.

The real truth is that republican principles had
little hold on the general mass of the German people.
Professors and students dreaming of Harmodius and
Aristogeiton, or deriving their political philosophy
from the French Revolution, scattered knots of
artisans, nowhere very numerous save in Baden and
the Bavarian Palatinate, did not constitute the main
body of the German nation. Political traditions are
not outgrown in a night, and the political tradition
of Germany, being rooted not only in the Holy Roman
Empire but also in the numerous hereditary dynasties
which had flourished under its shadow, was dead
against the abstract teachings of democracy. There
was indeed a painful lack of unity and distinctness in
the political ideals of the reformers. Some wished to
include German Austria in the new State, others to